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2. Mayor’s Report

2009/10 DRAFT IDP AND BUDGET PRESENTATION BY EXEC. MAYOR OF THE
JOHN TAOLO GAETSEWE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY S.B. GAOBUSIWE TO THE
DISTRICT COUNCIL

31 March 2009

Honourable Speaker and members of the John Taolo Gaetsewe District Council
Municipal Manager, Heads of Departments and Assistant Managers
Dikgosi tse di tlotlegang
Members of the Public in the public gallery,
Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning

The Freedom Charter drafted more than half a century ago, has this to say about the
role that people would play in the liberated South Africa. "The people shall govern"
and it goes on further to say, "All people shall be entitled to take part in the
administration of the country" and this includes district municipalities and their locals.
What a coincidence madam Speaker that our motto somehow speaks to the
Freedom Charter: By Serving we govern.

Madam Speaker and honourable members, The Municipal Systems Act 32 of 2000,
The Municipal Finance Management Act 56 of 2003, The Municipal Structures Act
32 of 2000, as well as the Promotion of Access to Information Act of 2000 all
encompass one condition, that our municipality is compelled by law to engage our
communities each financial year when we draft our IDP and Budget.

In compliance with the above legislations, The John Taolo Gaetsewe District
Municipality began reviewing its five year IDP which was first drafted 3 years ago,
around different wards of all our three local municipalities including the DMA.

Our District Municipality then called by a name I am not necessarily proud of,
adopted its IDP in 2007 as the main strategic plan for the current 5 year term of
Council. It was during that planning process, that we identified and prioritised key
development issues for the Municipality, and they are the following:

1. Water and Sanitation:
2. Roads and Transport:
3. Housing:
4. Local Economic Development
5. Land Development:
6. Sustainable Developmental Orientated Municipalities:
7. Environmental & Municipal Health:
8. HIV/AIDS:
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These were clustered according to the 5 key performance areas for local
government, developed into operational plans SDBIP for each Department and
implemented accordingly. In this year’s reviewed draft IDP that I present to you
today the 8 development issues still stand. Over and above these priority issues, the
2009/ 2010 DRAFT BUDGET is intended to address the following:

* Accelerating housing delivery
* Backlogs in School sanitation
* Rural water supply
* Basic service provision in the DMA
* Municipal property rates
* Health and occupational awareness
o Extended Public Works Programme and
* Maintenance of roads

Ladies and gentlemen, it is a matter of proud record that I inform this council of the
50 houses that were officially handed over to their new proud owners in Vanzylsrus
last week. This was mainly as a result of our reviewed IDP that was flexible enough
to reconsider some of our objectives and projects.

Land Reform and Local Economic Development remain two key priorities. Despite
progress in the funding of certain identified projects, lack of funding still remains a
concern for other projects. Honourable Speaker allow me therefore, to urge
everyone involved, to increase their efforts in the sourcing of funds and to double
their labour in the implementation of these funded projects.

Just like last year, the 09/10 Draft IDP also attended to the needs of service
provision in Hotazel. It encapsulates our responsibility towards service provision in
Hotazel and also defines clear key performance indicators for the service providers
that we have agreements with.

During the next 2 months the public will be given the opportunity to comment on the
draft IDP and Budget. This Council will also embark on its annual budget and IDP
road shows whereby the Council will discuss and share ideas with members of our
communities as far as planning and budgeting goes. These road shows are not only
for politicians, but also for our Senior Managers. I hope therefore, that all our Senior
Managers will attend these road shows to gain first hand experience of the difficulties
our communities struggle with. The itinerary of these road shows is as follows:

o 15 April 2009 Moshaweng - Magojeneng
o 15 April 2009 - DMA - Hotazel
o 16 April 2009 - Ga-Segonyana - Cassel
o 17 April 2009 - Gamagara - Dibeng

As for the 09/10 Budget, I am delighted to report to this council that our Budgeted
Revenue has been increased by 24% from R78 million to Ri 38.9 million in the next
financial year. Although we should be happy for the increase, it is also worth noting
that the projected outer years 2010/11 and 2011/12 have a decrease in revenue.
And with the current world economic tumble, we can only be worried. This means
therefore, that every penny must be used very carefully.
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